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Summary

Veterinary medicinal product (VMP) is indispensable tool for securing animal
health as well as food safety practice. In the early 1990’s, sporadic discussions in
the international harmonization of VMP have emerged among the relevant par-
ties. In 1996, a foundation of VICH (International Cooperation on Harmonisa-
tion of Technical Requirements for Registration of Veterinary medicinal Prod-
ucts) was formally agreed by the Japan-EU-USA trilateral partnership under the
auspices of the OIE. The trilateral government authorities and animal health in-
dustries have been cooperating to harmonise technical requirement for data nec-
essary for VMP registration by creating more than fifty international guidelines
for studies in the quality/safety/efficacy and relevant testing methodology; and
post-marketing safety monitoring. A total of thirty official meetings of the
Steering Committee and the four VICH public conferences have been held to
date.

In the 21 century, VMP production in emerging countries and global distri-
bution has increased explosively. In 2008, with a close partnership with the OIE,
VICH initiated a depth discussion on the needs for wider international harmoni-
sation and subsequent global survey among the OIE member countries. After the
thorough analysis and discussion, VICH Outreach Forum (VOF) was officially
launched in 2011 with the main objective of providing a basis for wider interna-
tional harmonisation of registration requirements and to raise awareness of
VICH guidelines. The VOF is composed of countries and regional organizations
that have expressed an interest in the work of VICH. A total of four VOF meet-
ings have been so far held with the participation of numerous countries and re-
gional organizations from six continents. The VOF is exerting a synergistic ef-
fect with the international commitments by the OIE, Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission and regional organizations playing an important role in the building of
trust relationship and cooperation in VMP regulation beyond the VICH region.
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