CHAPTER 3.X.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Article 3.X.1.

Introduction

Emergency management is the organisation, coordination, and management of responsibilities and resources
to address emergencies. It requires proactive preparedness efforts to ensure capabilities and capacities are
in place to prevent emergencies from becoming overwhelming. Emergency management requires regular
training, practice through exercises and scenario planning.

Sudden or unexpected events can lead to emergency situations that can affect animal populations, negatively
impacting animal health, animal welfare, livelihoods, economies, food security, and veterinary public health,
often with serious societal and economic consequences.

The Veterinary Authority and Veterinary Services are the main actors of the response to emergencies
requiring animal disease prevention, early detection and control, and maintaining or restoring disease
freedom, as well as the protection of animal welfare. They may also be called upon to support emergency
responses led by other authorities for events caused by hazards beyond animal diseases, such as natural
disasters.

Whether leading the response or not, the Veterinary Authority and Veterinary Services should be prepared to
act swiftly and coordinate with other sectors and stakeholders, contributing their technical expertise,
capabilities and capacities, under a whole-of-government approach. Contributions to responses led by other
authorities or agencies should be explored and practiced through being part of relevant exercises. All relevant
public and private stakeholders should fulfil key roles in the management of emergencies under a One Health
approach.

Emergency management builds resilience by clarifying priorities and strengthening systems. Investing in
adaptable capabilities is cost-effective in reducing the overall impact and cost of emergencies and requires
sustained and consistent funding and resourcing rather than intermittent or reactive support.
Article 3.X.2.

Purpose and scope

This chapter provides recommendations for preparing for and managing emergencies arising from any hazard,
whether natural or artificial, accidental or deliberate, that affects animal health, animal welfare or veterinary
public health. The chapter addresses key components of emergency management, including prevention,

preparedness, detection, response and recovery. Its main objectives are to:

1) Guide Members in developing emergency management structures, processes and supporting systems
within a whole-of-government framework;

2) Define essential capacities and capabilities required to respond effectively;

3) Emphasise the need for sustainable resourcing to increase the resilience of Veterinary Services;

4) Advocate for planning, training and simulation exercises to improve readiness for emergencies;

5) Encourage a commitment to continuous improvement in emergency management.

This chapter may be applied to all emergencies involving Veterinary Services and animals, including wildlife.
This chapter takes an all-hazards approach and can be applied to biological as well as chemical or physical

hazards, which may arise from technological, environmental (geological, hydrological, meteorological), or
even societal causes.
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Article 3.X.3.
Definitions
For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply:

‘Event’ means the manifestation of a hazard at a particular place and time, which has consequences on the
health or welfare of animals.

‘Risk’ means the likelihood of an event and the likely magnitude of its consequences.

‘Emergency’ means a state triggered by an event that creates significant disruption, requiring immediate and
coordinated extraordinary measures due to its scale, complexity, or likelihood of further impact.

‘Whole-of-government approach’ means the coordinated and collaborative action of multiple public
administrations, institutions, bodies and agencies to address complex cross-cutting issues. This approach
may include extraordinary mandates.
‘Incident management system’ (IMS) means an emergency response coordination mechanism that brings
together people, resources, and specific systems and tools, enabling effective collaboration between sectors
to support interoperability, situational awareness and efficient decision-making.

Article 3.X.4.
General Principles
Beyond the recommendations of Chapters 3.1. and Chapter 3.2., Veterinary Authorities and other Competent
Authorities, Veterinary Services and relevant stakeholders, should follow these principles in the

implementation of emergency management:

1.  General organisation and framework

The Veterinary Authority should provide leadership, advocacy and expertise in the preparedness and
response for animal disease emergencies, and for any animal health and animal welfare aspects of other
emergencies. Legislation on emergency management, consistent with Chapter 3.4., should clearly
define lead and supporting agencies, rules for emergency declaration and related extraordinary powers
and resourcing to enable effective emergency management actions

Veterinary Services should be integrated within national emergency management plans, resourcing and
frameworks, and engage in multisectoral coordination across public and private sectors.

The Veterinary Authority should prepare for emergencies where they may be expected to provide a
supporting role in a response led by another governmental authority, such as managing the animal
welfare impacts of major fires, floods, storms or other natural or human made disasters.

Formal networks and partnerships, such as between government agencies, the police or defence,
industry, civil society and international organisations should be developed to enhance coordination and
collective capacity. Formal agreements, such as memoranda of understanding (MoUs), can support this
coordination by defining roles and responsibilities, establishing communication protocols, and promoting
joint action prior to, during and after an emergency.

Essential functions of both public and private sectors should be maintained as much as possible for
ongoing delivery during emergencies, notably to minimise disruptions. Efforts should be made to engage
the private sector in emergency preparedness and response activities during peace time, prior to and
during emergencies.

2. Data and information management

Decision-making should be supported by robust data systems, integrating relevant data from animal
health, public health, environment and other sectors. Early warning systems, supported for animal health
by surveillance in accordance with Chapter 1.4., and risk indicators are crucial to trigger and adjust
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emergency responses. Establishment and animal identification and traceability databases should be
maintained, up-to date and accessible for all actions in emergency management, particularly for the
tracing of animal locations and movements. Information may be required from other Competent
Authorities such as data on wildlife populations and ecosystems.

3. Effective communication

In order to ensure clear, consistent and timely communication and awareness during and after
emergencies, to correctly inform stakeholders, to counter misinformation and disinformation and to
promote transparency while maintaining public trust, Veterinary Authorities should establish internal and
external communication protocols following the principles of Chapter 3.5 on communication.

4. Human, physical and financial resources

Competent Authorities should ensure that trained personnel are available for all components of
emergency management. This includes maintaining core staff with defined roles in case of emergency,
employing subject matter experts as well as establishing mechanisms for swift mobilisation and surge
capacity of personnel, including private sector support e.g. private veterinarians or veterinary
paraprofessionals. The physical and mental wellbeing of emergency management personnel should be
prioritised through health, safety and psychosocial support measures, and adequate staff rotations.
Consideration should be given to arrangements to mobilise international personnel in emergencies that
require additional surge capacity, and the role of relevant International Organisations in this respect.

Veterinary Services should have the capability to access extraordinary financial resources and the
necessary physical resources to respond to emergencies. This includes having adequate equipment,
such as roadblocks, personal protective equipment or disinfectants pre-purchased, and contingency
funding arrangements in place to support operational costs as well as mechanisms for compensation or
recovery, as appropriate.

5. Continuous improvement and learning

Emergency management components should be regularly monitored, tested, evaluated and updated
through training, simulation exercises and learning from real events. Lessons should be identified
through after-action reviews.

Competent Authorities should also learn from approaches in other sectors both at the national and
international levels.

6. Accountability

Competent Authorities should maintain records of decisions, actions and resource use to ensure
transparency, support emergency-related inquiries and to demonstrate responsibility to stakeholders,
financial government agencies, and donors.

Article 3.X.5.
Prevention

While not all emergencies can be prevented, prevention in emergency management aims at avoiding or
reducing the likelihood of the occurrence of events that may trigger emergencies, or mitigate their impact so
that they do not trigger emergencies.

Routine prevention activities should be integrated into day-to-day operations such as import controls,
biosecurity, traceability, zoning and compartmentalisation, as well as vaccination programmes, as appropriate.
Key elements of prevention include, for events caused by animal diseases, the application of the
recommendations in Section 4 and Section 5.

In addition, the Competent Authorities should take into consideration the following principles:
1) Prevention actions and measures are based on risk assessments considering all relevant hazards and

sectors. Import risk analysis, such as described in Chapter 2.1., aims to prevent the introduction of
diseases into a country, potentially causing animal health emergencies. In this context, risk
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communication should be implemented, including through timely messaging with stakeholders across
public and private sectors. Raising awareness on biosecurity, surveillance and the recognition of such
diseases contributes to early detection and reduced spread of disease, minimising the scale of the event.

Risk analysis should be supported by foresight and intelligence, where risk factors are monitored and
understood as well as emerging trends, to enable the early identification of hazards and the relevant
adjustments to prevention strategies, before escalation occurs.

Prevention activities should be adequately funded, supported and implemented by both public and
private sector stakeholders. Competent Authorities should encourage the private sector to cooperate
and contribute to prevention, e.g. through public-private partnerships.

Article 3.X.6.

Preparedness

Emergency preparedness is the ability of the Competent Authorities and relevant stakeholders to anticipate,
plan for and implement the best and fastest possible response to emergencies, in order to minimise their
scale and impact. It is a continuous cycle of planning, equipping, training, and exercising and should be
supported by political commitment, dedicated funding and resourcing as well as inter-institutional coordination
mechanisms. Preparedness should be scalable to address a range of hazards. In addition to the relevant
recommendations in Chapter 4.19., the following should be considered when applying an all-hazards
approach to preparedness for emergencies:

1.

Legal framework

Legislation should be developed in accordance with Chapter 3.4, and as part of preparedness efforts, it
should:

a) Define roles and responsibilities of Competent Authorities in emergencies, including for emergency
declarations, planning and decision making, and of other relevant sectors and stakeholders for
implementation and support;

b) Provide powers to implement necessary and proportionate emergency measures, including
declaring the state of emergency, as well as procuring and allocating resources and ensuring
compliance through enforcing required measures;

c) Contain provisions to account for temporary fast-tracking of decision making, policies or procedures
during emergencies such as for quarantine, killing, enhanced surveillance and testing, emergency
registration of vaccine and expedited procurement of resources;

d) Support intersectoral collaboration such as through MoUs;

e) Provide legal protection (including safety and protection from potential aggression) for individuals
and organisations involved in emergency management;

f)  Ensure funding for emergency management, covering both operational cost and compensation,
while facilitating rapid access and use. Compensation of stakeholders for losses can promote both
early warning and compliance.

Planning

a) Preparedness planning should be based on risk analysis of different scenarios and apply to all
components of emergency management. It should:

i)  Be supported by legislation and operational frameworks;

i) Include the development of written emergency preparedness plans and emergency response
plans (also known as ‘contingency plans’)) that address a range of potential hazards, define
animal health or animal welfare emergencies and describe what should be done prior to and
during an emergency. The plans should be supported by detailed standard operating
procedures;
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iii) Ensure that emergency response plans define an IMS, establishing a clear chain of command,
at all administrative levels, including decision making persons, communication flows and
accountability. All stakeholders should have their roles and responsibilities defined and
understood. This should include detailed guidance on interoperability, accountability, and
coordination;

iv) Recognise the role of the private sector in preparedness and continuity of business;

v) Be regularly reviewed and updated, incorporating lessons identified through real events and
simulation exercises;

vi) Identify the technical expertise necessary to support decision-making during emergencies;
vii) Ensure that laboratories are able to scale up when required during an emergency;

viii) Describe the deactivation process of emergency response including the scaling down of
logistics and decommissioning of facilities, equipment and personnel.

b) Preparedness planning should also include development of a recovery plan that is integrated into
national emergency management arrangements. A recovery plan should:

i) Clearly define the objectives and timeline for recovery efforts;

i) Establish the chain of command, roles and responsibilities and identify key partners for the
delivery of recovery activities;

iii) Promote intersectoral communication and coordination throughout the implementation of
recovery activities;

iv)  Describe funding mechanisms and the prioritisation and coordination of recovery resources;
v) Define arrangements for community support as appropriate;

vi) Incorporate risk mitigation strategies, if relevant, including cautious restocking with
surveillance and prevention measures.

3. Equippin

Preparedness requires that the Competent Authority ensures the availability of appropriate equipment
and supplies to implement emergency response plans. Equipping should:

a) Be based on resource mapping and risk prioritisation for different scenarios;

b) Include pre-established procurement, contracting and logistics systems adaptable to emergency
conditions;

c) Leverage both public and private capacities and have pre-existing arrangements in place.

4. Training and exercising

A comprehensive training and exercise programme should be in place to ensure personnel have the
competencies and capabilities required to respond effectively to emergencies as well as to identify gaps
in emergency management efforts. This should include:

a) Regular, multidisciplinary training involving relevant sectors and stakeholders;

b) Simulation exercises conducted at appropriate intervals and levels, addressing key priority hazards
and crucial aspects of emergency management. Besides emergency response activities, all
mechanisms of coordination within or between authorities and sectors, including for early warning
systems, should be tested in simulation exercises;
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c) Exercises may also involve other Member Countries, regional and international partners;

d) Evaluation of exercises through after-action reviews and the identification of lessons to inform future
preparedness efforts.

Article 3.X.7.
Detection

Detection in the framework of emergency management is the process of the timely identification and analysis
of the occurrence of events that might trigger an emergency, requiring action by the Competent Authorities
and other relevant authorities and stakeholders.

Members should put in place early warning systems, as described in Chapter 1.4. and adapted to all types of
events and based on early detection, to enable timely decision-making and implementation of control
measures to mitigate the impact of the event. Early warning systems, should include surveillance, intelligence
and rapid exchange of information, in order to determine if emergency response is required, based on pre-
existing criteria. Detection activities, such as animal health surveillance as described in Chapter 1.4., should
be a continuous process that maintains a sufficient state of readiness.

The development and maintenance of early warning systems are vital for emergency management. The
earlier an event is detected and reported to the Competent Authorities (and in case of listed diseases by the
Veterinary Authorities in accordance with Chapter 1.1.), the sooner and more effective appropriate actions
can be taken, reducing the overall impacts of the event.

Early warning systems should be organised within a whole-of-government approach.

Raising awareness and maintaining a strong reporting chain linking field-level operations to the Veterinary
Authority and other relevant Competent Authorities is critical. Veterinary Services should provide continuous
education and outreach to enhance recognition of events that could trigger an emergency.

Diagnostic laboratories are a key element of early detection and early warning systems. They should have a
scalable testing capacity and be able to operate as a network to collectively increase testing capacity by
sharing competences and workload. Agreements and protocols for sending samples to another country
should be established beforehand (in accordance with Chapter 5.8.).

Some laboratories should also play a role in controlling, approving and registering veterinary medicinal
products, including vaccines, especially for emergency vaccination.

For events that may be detected by a Competent Authority other than the Veterinary Authority, such as
extreme weather events or infrastructure failures, there should be a pre-agreed mechanism for the timely
exchange of information.

Article 3.X.8.
Response

Emergency response is the series of coordinated actions taken to manage an event that triggers an
emergency. These actions should be described in principle in the emergency response plan, and be adapted
to the event’s nature, scale and complexity. Depending on the emergency, the Veterinary Authority may lead
the response or operate under the coordination of another Competent Authority or other relevant authorities.
The Veterinary Authority may also coordinate closely with Veterinary Authorities or other Competent
Authorities of neighbouring countries.

Activation of the response is based on the continuous assessment of risk and the evaluation of the situation.
The response plan should identify priorities, decision-making timelines and procedures for maintaining
continuity of business. It should remain flexible and be regularly reviewed as new information becomes
available.

An emergency response coordination mechanism, such as an IMS, should be activated as appropriate to
coordinate the response. This mechanism should be interoperable across Competent Authorities and other
relevant authorities to support a whole-of-government response. Key components of a coordinated response
include:
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Leadership and coordination: A chain of command should be established to ensure decision-making
responsibilities are clear at all levels. Emergency operation centres (EOCs) may be set up to collocate
dedicated staff and resources, depending on the scale of the emergency, for IMS to operate as effectively
as possible. Liaison functions should be set up to maintain coordination between Competent Authorities
and with other relevant sectors and stakeholders. These functions should allow regularly scheduled
briefings and timely information sharing, including for the development of common messaging.

Planning: The lead Competent Authority should continuously collect and analyse data relevant to the
emergency to support timely decision making and to guide response activities. This includes rapid risk
assessments, situation reports, ongoing epidemiological analysis and real time response planning
adapted to the existing generic response plan. This information should be disseminated to relevant
stakeholders as appropriate.

Operations: Operational activities are undertaken as per the strategic and tactical decisions of the
response, based on the preparedness plan and the response plan. Field activities should be coordinated
and means of transport and other operational resources should be secured.

Logistics: Logistics should be scalable to meet the needs of the emergency response and should be
planned, although they always should be adapted to the objectives of the response and the field reality.
Consideration should be given to sourcing essential services and materials through partnerships with
other sectors, including the private sector.

Public information: External communication and awareness activities should be coordinated, and if
needed unified, across involved sectors to ensure consistency and avoid confusion. Designated
spokespersons should be identified and communicate clear, accurate information to stakeholders using
appropriate channels. Communications should be rapid and consistent to avoid information voids that
can foster misinformation and disinformation.

Finance and administration: Emergency funding should be easily accessible, and adaptable to the
changing scale and scope of response activities. Rapid procurement and contracting systems should be
ready to be used under a state of emergency. Arrangements for compensation of stakeholders or other
financial support, including insurance contract services, may be necessary depending on the nature of
the emergency.
Surveillance: Although focused on response activities, emergency management at the time of emergency
requires regular review and updating of detection measures based on reassessed risks. This includes
the strengthening of targeted surveillance, the performance of epidemiological investigations and the
raising of awareness among relevant stakeholders. These activities should support the adaptation of the
response plan including decisions to intensify or reduce certain measures, such as movement restrictions.
Different types of emergencies may require different types of response activities, which may include:
a) For animal disease emergencies:
Zoning in accordance with Chapter 4.4.;
Stamping-out (including ensuring animal welfare at the time of killing, in accordance with Chapter
7.6) and other measures as described in Chapter 4.19.; Law Enforcement Authorities may be
required to support enforcement of these measures;
Emergency vaccination in accordance with Chapter 4.18.;
Carcass disposal in accordance with Chapter 4.13.;
Cleansing and disinfection of premises, equipment and vehicles in accordance with chapter 4.14.;

Vector control or management of wildlife reservoirs, as appropriate and justified;

All these measures should take into account relevant biosecurity recommendations in accordance
with Chapter 4.X.
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b) For veterinary public health emergencies, such as a food safety emergency, providing relevant
support by investigating, tracing and managing any animal food products or animal sources.

c) For other types of emergencies, caused by hazards that arise from technological, environmental
(geological, hydrological, meteorological), or societal causes, protection of animal welfare in
accordance with Chapter 7.1., including:

Humane euthanasia of badly injured or otherwise suffering animals;

Animal rescue and relocation;

Provisions of temporary shelters;

Ensuring feed, water and veterinary care for displaced animals.
d) In case of suspicion of deliberate event:

Engagement of the relevant law enforcement authorities to conduct joint investigations and risk
assessments.

7) Human resources

a) Personnel dedicated to response activities should have been trained and briefed on their roles as
per the preparedness plan, but on the spot training should be considered, including health, safety
and conduct rules, and the nature and impacts of the specific emergency that is managed. During
response operations, physical safety of responders as well as producers should be prioritised.

b) Mobilisation of personnel should consider the regular activities of Veeterinary Services and that these
have to continue during the response. However, the range of expertise needed across all levels of
the response should be made available as per the response plan, including access to subject matter
experts. Health, including mental health, well-being and safety of personnel and affected
communities should be prioritised.

8) Documentation should be maintained throughout the response including records of decisions. A
dedicated monitoring and evaluation team should identify lessons during the response and implement
real-time improvements if necessary. Records should be also kept to reassess and, if necessary, adapt
the preparedness plan for future emergencies. Records are also required for audits and for accountability.

9) Response is deactivated when a risk assessment supports it and tasks can be conducted under business
as usual. Deactivation should also include the scaling down of logistical operations and reallocation of
usable response resources.

Article 3.X.9.
Recovery

Recovery is the set of actions required to support affected communities and animal populations, restore
livelihoods and habitats and to rebuild infrastructure, and to reduce long-term emergency impacts. It generally
begins when emergency response activities cease, however some efforts may start in some areas while
response continues in others.

Recovery involves impact assessment, restoring services and rebuilding systems including veterinary
infrastructure, if necessary, with the view to return to a level of pre-emergency continuity of business. The
lead Competent Authority may differ the one in charge of response.

For emergencies caused by outbreaks of listed diseases, recovery may include steps to return to the animal
health status prior to the event. Member Countries seeking official recognition of disease freedom or self-
declaration of animal health status should follow the relevant provisions of Chapter 1.6. and the disease-
specific chapters.

During recovery, the Competent Authority should:

Report of the Meeting of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission / September 2025 8



1) Provide guidance on compensation, where appropriate, available financial assistance and access to
counselling and support services.

2) Monitor resource availability and assess progress against recovery objectives.

3) Define and agree on an endpoint for recovery, based on regular reviews of the situation including
availability of resources. Stakeholders should be informed of the recovery timeline.

4) Ensure transparency through regular reporting to national, regional and international stakeholders, and
to WOAH, as appropriate.

An after-action review of the whole event management (prevention, preparedness, detection, response)
should be conducted to identify lessons for improving future emergency preparedness and response. A final
report should be prepared and disseminated to relevant stakeholders. Where appropriate, Competent
Authorities should share lessons with other sectors and stakeholders, including at international level.
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CHAPTER 5.4.

MEASURES AND PROCEDURES APPLICABLE IN
TO THE EXPORTATION OF COMMODITIES

Article 5.4.1.
Purpose and scope

This chapter provides general principles for measures and procedures that are applicable in-to the exportation
of commodities to prevent the spread of pathogenic agents through international trade of commodities, without
creating unjustified frade restrictions, covering from facilities of origin (such as an_establishment,
slaughterhouse/abattoir, semen collection centre) to the point of exit.

of cgmmgd/t/gs subject to the QrQV|S|gn§ of thl§ chapter.

For the purposes of this chapter, ‘Veterinary Authority’ and ‘Competent Authorities’ refer to the ‘Veterinary
Authority’ and ‘Competent Authorities’ of the exportin ntry unl therwi ifi

This chapter provides exporting countries with recommendations on measures and procedures, and the roles
and responsibilities of their Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities; and Q ogerators!

This chapter prowdes guidance to ensure the quality and perfermance-implementation of official controls for
exportation.

While this This chapter applies to all commodities; some recommendations are specifically addressed to
certain-ef-these commodities.

Article 5.4.2.

General considerations

The Veterinary Authority efthe-experting-country-should ensure-that make ensure operators are aware of the
importing country requirements, if they are available to the Veterinary Authority in accordance with Chapters
5.1. and 5.2. In addition, the Veterinary Authority should make operators aware of the processes required to
meet the conditions of the international veterinary certificate including the importing country requirements.

The Veterinary Authority ef-the-experting-country-should be responsible for the implementation performance
of official controls in coordination with other relevant Competent Authorities in accordance with veterinary
legislation to ensure that exported commodities ean-be-iraded-safely-and-meet the requirements—of-the
importing country_requirements. #s-Their legal mandate_and responsibilities of the Veterinary Authority and

other relevant Competent Authorities—as-described-in-Article-3-4-5—and-3-4-13+ should include the export
official controls-activities at any step in the export process and the opportunity to request from the operator
exporter any necessary information. Where appropriate, the Veterinary Authority and other relevant
Competent Authorities may delegate certain tasks-in-accordance-with-peint 2 of- Article-3-4-5. Adequate human,
technical,_physical and financial resources should be available in the exporting country for the Veterinary
Services to allow-thoseeffectively implement official controls te-be-undertaken-effectively-and to properly apply
the certification obligations and procedures laid down in Chapters 5.1. and 5.2., in accordance with the quality
principles deseribed-in Article-Chapter 3.2.2-
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The Veterinary Authority should cooperate closely with all relevant authorities, including the-customs autherity
and other law enforcement authorities of the exporting country dealing with exports to ensure that official
controls are implementedperformed effectively; and to—protect-_to maintain the-status_compliance of the

commodities_with importing country requirements—without—creating—unjustified—barriersto—trade. This
cooperation should also cover actions to prevent and combat fraud_or illegal pathways.

The Veterinary Authority should have procedures, as applicable, for certification of the animal health status
of the herd/flock, compartment, zone, or country;zene-compartment—or-herdfflock as well as of the disease
situation in establishments and other premises and communicate with the operator-experter regarding any
additional documentary evidence that may be required to support such certification.

The Veterinary Authority inthe-exporting-country-should ensure that the applicable certified animal health

status of the herd/flock, compartment, zone, or country—zenre,—compartment—or-herdstflock-or-animals, is
based on appropriate surveillance and reporting in accordance with Chapter 1.4.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities in—the—exporting—country—should have

procedures for registration and approval of establishments of origin, where applicable, and other facilities
used for production and handling of consignments, to comply with the agreed-international veterinary
certificate. Operators should not hinder access by the Veterinary Authority to the commodities, the premises
where they are located and the means by-which-they-are-transported_of fransport. During official controls,
operators should assist and cooperate with the Veterinary Autherty-Services and make available all relevant
information concerning the consignment.

The Veterin Authority should have pr res for the international veterin rtification _of
conditions of individual animals.

The Veterinary Authority efthe-experting-country-should ensure that appropriate identification of commodities
is in place to support traceability offer the consignment to comply with itsthe agreed-international veterinary
certificate. Animal identification should be in accordance with Chapter 4.2. and Chapter 4.3.

Upon request from the Veterinary Authority of the importing country or from the Veterinary Authority of a the
transit country, the Veterinary Authority ef-the-experting-country-should provide additional information on the
process to ensure compliance with the conditions included in the agreed-international veterinary certificate,

and undertake investigation and reporting, orand give reasonable access for audit in case of repeated non-
compliant conmgnments—;eepa#d%mg—the—safety—ef—tmde The Veter/nary Author/ty ef—the—e*pemng—eeemw
should take-ensure that the a ,
commodities remain compliantis net—}eepa;msed before and dur|ng transport (0] thg Qg/nt gfgxt The expomng
country should suspend the export of a commodity when there is reason to believe that it may present a risk
tofer animal health or and public health or-that.if it does not comply with the agreed-international veterinary
certificate.

The Veterinary Authority efthe-experting-countrs-should promptly communicate to the Veterinary Authority of

the importing country, and any transit country, any change of er situation, such as a change of the animal
health status, that may affect its capacity to fulfil-certify the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary

certificate.

The Veterinary Authority efthe-exporting-countrys-should also inform without delay the Veterinary Authority of
the importing country; and, where necessary, the transit country; in the event that a particular issue such as

th urren f a listed disea r a disease referred to in the importing country r irements which ma
affects the-compliance status of a commodity which has already left the exporting country. This information
hould be part of the relevant emergency r n lan developed in rdance with Chapter 4.19.

In case of animals, operators should ensure that animal welfare is maintained throughout the export process
in accordance with Section 7 as relevant.

The Veterinary Authority efthe-exporting-country-should carry out collaborative activities with other relevant
Competent Authorities, customs; and other |law enforcement authorities, and operators, and with Veterinary
Authorities in other countries, to control the risk posed by the illegal or informal cross-border movement of
commodities, e.g. i-e—the international movement of commodities done in a way that avoids official controls

ntentlonaII¥ glllegal) or that may be unregulated but may present risks (informal). to-expresshy-andintentionally
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Article 5.4.3.
General principles applicable to procedures for official controls for exportation

1.  Preparation for exportation

OperatorsExperters should anneunce-inform the Veterinary Authority of their intention to the-export te
theVeterinary-Authority-sufficiently in advance as-to allow for meet thete conditions of the agreed
international veterinary certificate and the administrative requirements of the exporting, transit and
importing countriesto be met.

OperatorsExperters should provide to the Veterinary Authority theas required details of the consignment.
The Veterinary Authority should outline to the operatorexperter the procedures, standards and timeframe
for preparation of the consignment, and the documentary evidence required to demonstrate compliance
with these requirements. Where relevant, the Veterinary Authority should identify eligible bodies or
officers for the implementationperformance and certification of procedures specified in the agreed
international veterinary certificate. rators should al rovide information relevant t fe handlin
f consignment, including any treatments that m risks t rsonnel.

The operatorexperter and the Veterinary Authority should coordinate the implementation, and its
documentation, of the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate. Implementation of
these conditions and its documentation should be in accordance with the procedures and standards
communicated by the Veterinary Authority ef-the-exporting-country-and will form the basis upon which
the Official Veterinarian will issue the international veterinary certificate for the consignment.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that the facilities and operational procedures required for
isolation of animals or processing of products comply with the conditions of the agreed-international
veterinary certificate, which may ineluding-include registration, approval, and inspection, in accordance
with Chapters4-6-4-7—and-5-7—orotherrelevant chapters of the Terrestrial Code.

Testing of commodities required to fulfil the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate
should be in accordance with Article 3.2.10. and with the Terrestrial Manual. The Veterinary Authority
should define and communicate to the operatorexperter the procedures for sample collection,
identification and submission, the list of approved-laboratories and the approved diagnostic tests.

The Veterinary Authority should define and communicate to the operatorexperter the procedures for
vaccination and treatment if required to fulfil the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary
certificate. The operatorexperter should arrange for vaccination or treatment of animals_in line with these
conditions, noting timeframes relevant to the scheduled date of exportation. Vaccination and treatment
of animals should use veter/nary med/cma/ products reglstered or a#ewed— ggroved for use in the
exporting country.;—

The Veterinary Authority should define and communicate to the operatorexperter the standards and
procedures for disinfection of and disinsection disinsection elimination—of arthropod veectorsfromef
vehicles/vesselsthe means of transport and containers in accordance with Chapter 4.14., if required to
fulfil the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate.

In the case of animals, Fthe operato e*peFteF should also be able to prowde to the Veter/nary Author/ty
a journey travel-transport-plan from oaa
the—hmpe#H4g—eeunn9LLn—the—ease—ef—aﬂ+Fna+s—n—sheuld—be—|n accordance W|th Ghapte#s—7—2—7—3—e4c
+4-.Section 7, and in compliance with the importing country requirements as relevant.

2. Procedures of exportation

a) \Verification and certification

The operatorexporter should cooperate with the Veterinary Authority to demonstrate that the
conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate have been met and that the consignment
is eligible for certification and export. The operatorexpoerter should provide all documentary
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evidence of compliance with the importing country requirements cenditions-of-the-agreed-and the
international veterinary certificate as required by the Veterinary Authority, including_an import permit

where appropriate. There should be clear traceability and linkage, at every stage of preparation of
animals-and-animal produstcommodities, to the final consignment presented for export, as relevant
to fulfil the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate.

The Official Veterinarian should review the preparation of the export consignment to confirm that
commodities animals—and—animal-products-have been clearly identified at every stage of their
preparation, that the consignment complies with the conditions of the agreed—international
veterinary certificate and is in accordance with Chapters 5.1. and 5.2. of the Terrestrial Code. The
Official Veterinarian should also review al-transpert-arrangements-the journey travel plan for the
consignments of animals to ensure it they suppert-maintainserance_compliance with the importing
country requirements and relevant national regulations which may include the animal welfare
recommendations in Section 7. efthe-commodity/s-status-and animal-welfare-

Once satisfied that preparations and journey travel planstransport-arrangements are appropriate
and that the consignment is eligible for certification and export, the Official Veterinarian should

issue the international veterinary certificate.

b) Domestic transportation of commodities

The Veterinary Authority should collaborate with other relevant authorities and stakeholders to
ensure that management of the consignment pre-expeort before and during transport to the point of
exit is consistent with agreed-established processes and standards.

The operatorexperter should ensure that the assembly, loading and crating of animals—or-other

commodities is appropriate to maintain compliance with the importing country
requirementspreserving—the—status and animal welfare of the consignment from the place of

shipment, including adequate disinfection ef and disinsection disinsection-elimination-of arthropod
vectors of fromef the vehicle/vesselmeans of transport and container.

The Veterinary Authority-inthe-experting-country may require health and welfare inspection of
consignments of animals at the point of exit, which includes the possibility to deny permission to
export if concerns are identified.

Article 5.4.4.

Specific recommendations depending on commodities

1.

Animals

The operatorexperter should ensure that vehiclesivesselsmeans of transport used for transportation of
animals throughout the whele-export process-ef-exportation undergo adequate disinfection, and that
measures are implemented to prevent and control vermin such as rodents or arthropods. These
measures should be applied before every loading of animals. \fehiclesivesselsMeans of transport should

contain only animals meeting the same sanitary requirements except where
effectively adeguately separated to prevent disease transmission.

Containers should be either new or cleansed and disinfected before every loading of animals, in

accordance with Chapter 4.14.--orbeforsingle-use

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that, before leaving the exporting country, consignments of
animals sheuld-beare subjected to a visual examination, at an appropriate place and time according to
the procedures of the exporting country and the agreed-international veterinary certificate—and-the
requirements-ofthe-exporting-country. It should be ensured that, from the time of this visual examination

inspection-until the time of leaving the exporting country, the animals in the consignment are not in
contact with other animals of a different health status.

Report of the Meeting of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission / September 2025 4



3.

2% 2

The Veterinary Authority inthe-experting-country-may require welfare inspection of consignments of
animals at the point of exit. Such inspections should be supported by veterinary legislation, which should
also ascribe authority to deny permission to export if animal welfare requirements, in accordance with
Section 7 eencerns are not metidentified.

Germinal products

Consignments of germinal products should be packed, dispatched, and transported in a way that
preserves the viability and integrity of the products.

Consignments of hatching eggs should be dispatched from parental flocks that meet the conditions of
the agreed—international veterinary certificate. Containers should be either new or cleaned and
disinfected before every use, in accordance with Chapter 4.14.

Cryogenic tanks for semen, oocytes_or; embryos should be dispatched from semen collection centres
or collection centres that meet the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate. They
should be single-use cryogenic tanks or be cleaned and disinfected before use in accordance with
Chapter 4.14. and use new liquid nitrogen.

Consignments of semen, oocytes_or; embryos; should be identified in accordance with the relevant
recommendations of Chapters 4.6. to 4.11.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that, before leaving the exporting country, consignments of
germinal products beare subjected to a visual examination and documentary check and cryogenic tanks
for semen, oocytes_or; embryos beare sealed and marked, according to the_procedures of the exporfing

country and the agreed-international veterinary certificate-and-therequirements-of the-exporting country.
Animal products

Containers used for transporting animal products should be suitable for the type of product, protect the
animal products from_damage or contamination, and fulfil the conditions of the_procedures of the
exporting country and the agreed-international veterinary certificate—and—the—requirements—of-the
exportting-country.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that adequate measures are taken to clean and, where
necessary after cleaning, to disinfect before use, containers and means of transportatien in accordance
with Chapter 4.14., particularly when conveying or transporting unpacked materials.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that, before leaving the exporting country, consignments of
animal products sheuld-beare subjected to a visual examination and documentary check, according to

the procedures of the exporting country and the agreed-international veterinary certificate—and-the
5 o : .
Article 5.4.5.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that the operatorexperter develops and documents a plan to address
emergenecies-unexpected events which may impact the compliancestatus-ofthe-commeodities_with importing
country requirements and animal welfare recommendations in Section 7. -being-experted, failure-oftransport
arrangements; The plan should address concerns such as deviation from the journey plan for animals,
incidents compromising the sanitary conditions or other characteristics of the commodities including those

captured in the international veterinary certificate, failure to reach the fransit or importing country, or rejection
of the consignment by them-transit-or-importing-country. The emergency-plan may be generic or specific to
each consignment.-and-should-focus-on-preserving-the-status-of the-consignment_and-animal-welfare-in
accordance-with-Chapters 7.2 7.3-and 7.4
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The emergency-plan should identify responsibility for development and communication of alternative transport
arrangements when necessary. The relevant Competent Authority in the exporting, transit and importing
countries should be consulted as appropriate by the operator regarding revised transport arrangements to
assess the implications for the compliancestatus-ofthe-commedities with importing country requirements and
animal welfare recommendations. ; ountry e

erinaryA
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CHAPTER 5.6.

MEASURES AND PROCEDURES APPLICABLE
INTO THE IMPORTATION OF COMMODITIES

Article 5.6.1.
Purpose and scope

This chapter provides general principles for measures and procedures that are applicable to in the importation
of commodities to prevent the spread of pathogenic agents through international trade of commodities, without
creating unjustified trade restrictions, covering from the-time-of-arrival at the point of entry berderofin the
importing country until clearance of commodities.

For the purposes of this chapter, ‘operator’ means any natural or legal entity or person responsible for
fransitimport of commodities subject to the provisions of this chapter.

For th r f this chapter, ‘Veterin Authority’ and ‘Competent Authorities’ refer to the ‘Veterin
Authority’ and ‘Competent Authorities’ of the importing country unless otherwise specified.

This chapter provides importing countries with recommendations on measures and procedures, and the roles
and respon3|b|llt|es of thelr Veter/nary Author/ty and other reIevant Competent Author/t/es- and of gerators!

wuw%—%%%% in addltlon to responS|b|I|t|es that are descrlbed in Artlcle
5.1.2. This chapter provides guidance to ensure the quality and implementationperfermance of official controls

for importation._This chapter not only covers legal importation, but also provides general recommendations
for illegal or informal entry of commodities.

Article 5.6.2.

General considerations

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities efthe-importing-eountrss-should ensure that
the importing country requirements, which may be included in ing international veterinary certificates, and-as

well as up-to-date information relevant to the import procedures, including a list of the border inspection posts
designated for the import and-transit-of those commodities, are made available_t rators and to th
exporting countries. rators shoul llaborate to ensure th mentation complies with the importin

country’s requirements.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities ef-the—impeorting—ecountry—should be
responsible for the perfermance-implementation of official controls in accordance with veterinary /egislation

to ensure that imperted-commodities can be safely imported. T also _ensure animal welfar
maintained in accordance with Section 7. H#s-Their legal mandate g g g§ggn§|bllltlgs of the Veter/narg
Authority and other relevant Competent Authorities; as-deseribedin-Articles-3-4-6-and-3-4-13--should include
the-impert official controls activities-at any step and the possibility to request from the operatorimperter any
necessary information. Where appropriate, the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities
may delegate certain tasks-in-accordance-with-point2-of Article-3.4-5. Adequate human, technical,_physical
and financial resources should be available in the importing country for the Veterinary Services to effectively
implementperferm official_controls-inspection-in accordance with the quality principles deseribed-in Article

Chapter 3.2:2.
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An importing country may require adequate advance notice or approval regarding the date of entry_of
commodities into its territory—ef-commeodities, stating the type of commodity, species, quantity, means of
transport and the border inspection post to be used.

....... 7 O m-oQfficial inspections

h uI e im I m nt with a rlat frequen m—aeee;danee—w&h—Amele—s—Q—'IQ—Fegmaﬂy—baseg ona
risk basrs—and—w%—appwpma&e—#eqaeney—to ensure compliance with the importing country requirements. By

way of derogation, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities may exempt from the
inspection; safe commodities or commodities posing a negligible risk and for which inspection is not
considered necessary.

Biosecurity should be applied to prevent transmission of pathogenic agents from commodities throughout the
import process.

An importing country may prohibit the irtroduction-entry into its territory_of a consignment of commodities not
complying with the importing country requirements.

Operatorsimperters should be aware of the importing country requirements and import procedure before the
importation and informanneunce, in advance, to the Veferinary Authority or other relevant Competent
Authorities the arrival of consignments at the border inspection post, in accordance with importing country
requirements. Operatorsimperters should ensure that commodities are presented for official controls
inspection-at the border inspection post, together with the original official-international veterinary certificates
or documents, or digital equivalents, which are required to accompany the consignments.

In case of animals, operatorsimpeorters should ensure that animal welfare is maintained throughout the whele
import process ofimportation; in accordance with Chapters --4F2+73—and-7~4-Section 7 as relevant.

The Veterinary Authority efthe-imperting-countr-should carry out collaborative activities with other relevant
Competent Authorities, customs; and other [aw enforcement authorities, and operators, and with Veterinary
Authorities in other countries, to control the risk posed by the-illegal or informal cross-border movement of
commodities, e—e.g. international movement of commodities done in a way that avoids official controls
intentionally (illegal) or that may be unregulated but may still present risks (informal). to—expressty—and
: ional id official s

Article 5.6.3.

General principles applicable to procedures for-impert official controls for importation

Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should take-control efthe imported commodities
to deeide-determine whether er-roet-the consignment complies with the importing country requirements.

Import-Official controls should be performed-implemented at an appropriate place which might include a
border inspection post, a point of entry, quarantine centre, the place of destination, or premises of the operator
responsible for the consignment. The consignment should remain under the control of the Veterinary Authority
or other_relevant Competent Authorities until formal clearance_and release.

In case of emergency, ships and aircrafts may be granted access to a port or airport which-that are not their
intended destination. In those cases, they should be subjected to the animal health and animal welfare
measures which the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities may consider necessary
ba n th tential risk.

1.  Official inspection

Where official inspections of commodities are-performed implemented, they should always include a
documentary check and, depending on the risk to human health, and-animal health and_or animal welfare,
should also include identity checks and physical inspectionchecks. When the Veterinary Autherity-or
other-Competent-AuthoritiesServices needs to-have-full access to the consignment for the purpose of
identity checks or physical inspection, consignments should be partially or fully unloaded from the means
of transport.
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Documentary check

A documentary check should be implementperfermed on all consignments presented for official
controls inspestion to ensure that they meet the importing country requirements.

A Bdocumentary check should include examination of the international veterinary certificate, and
possibly of laboratory reports or other documents, including those of a commercial nature, which
are required to accompany the consignment.

When implementingperforming a documentary check, the Veterinary Autherity-or-other-Competent

AuthertiesServices should inspect the required documents, in original or their digital equivalents
as agreed between the importing and exporting country, to ensure that:

i) the international veterinary certificate has been issued by the Official Veterinarian of the
exporting country; complies with relevant principles set out in Article 5.2.3. and corresponds
as relevant to the model established-established by the importing country or agreed between
the exporting and by-the importing country for that commodity and intended use;-based-on

Chapters-5-10-t0-5-13:; and

i) the information contained in the checked documents complies with the importing country
requirements.

Identity check

An ildentity check should be implementperfermed upon arrival of the consignment at the point of
inspection, as a visual inspection to verify that the content and the labelling of a consignment,
including the identification of commodities, seals and means of transport, correspond to the
information declared in the international veterinary certificate and accompanying documents.

The frequency of identity checks, the quantity of commodities to be inspected as well as the criteria
for sampling-selection for checking should be determined by the Veterinary Authority or other
relevant Competent Authorities of-the-impeorting-country-based on risk assessment.

Physical inspection

To verify compliance with importing country requirements and physical integrity, Pphysical
inspection should include, as appropriate:

i)  clinical examination of an-animals for evidence of transmissible-diseases and animal welfare
issues

ii)i}—and-physical checks of animal products and germinal products,

iii)ii) and;-as-appropriate,-checks on packaging, seals, orand labelling,

iv) checks on the means of transport-tabeling-and temperature records,
viv-the-sampling for analysis, testing or diagnosis, and

vi) any other checks required by the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities
to verify compliance with the importing country requirements.

The frequency of physical inspection, the quantity of commodities to be inspected as well as the

criteria for sampling-selection for physical inspection should be determined by the Veterinary
Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities eof-the—imperting—country—based on risk

assessment, and considering the following:-
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detemmne—the—number of an/ma/s to be cl|n|cally examlned should be determmed in
accordance with the overall number of animals in the consignment and the declared purpose
of the animals;whieh-it may be increased if the physical checks carried out have not been
satisfactory.

In some cases, such as Ffor animals that-are-notrequired-to-be-identified-individuallyand

animals-considered to be dangerous, clinical examination sheuld-could consist of observation
of the state of health and behaviour of the entire group or of a representative number of
animals.

If the clinical examination reveals an anomaly, a more thorough clinical examination may be
carried out, including sampling and testing, where appropriate.

i) GerminalEor germinal products

! ity-or-other-Competen it hould y-out-Physical checks of
the con3|gnment §hguld e carr gg out to verify the comphance of labelling and the transport

conditions with importing country requirements; including, when relevant, temperature records
when—relevantand the integrity of the_seals, packaging material and cryogenic tanks.

Physical inspection may include laboratory testing of the germinal products.

If the physical checks reveal an anomaly, a more thorough inspection may be carried out.

iii)  Eor Aanimal products

] ity-or-other-Competen jti hould . pPhysical checks of
the con3|gnment §hguld e carr gg out to ver|fy the comphance of ggglllng and the transport

conditions with importing country requirements, including temperature records when relevant
and the integrity of the packaging material_and seals.

Physical inspection may include sensory examination and laboratory testing of the animal
products.

If the physical checks reveal an anomaly, a more thorough inspection may be carried out.

2. Sampling and testing

Sampling and testing of imported commodities with—a—view-to checking compliance with the health
importing country requirements laid—down—in—the—international—veterinary—ecertiticate,—may be

implementperfermed following a risk-based sampling plan or upon suspicion of non-compliance resulting
from the documentary, identity or physical checks of commodities; witheut-creating-unjustified barriers to
frade. Testing should be implementperfermed in an-approved laboratory.

The Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities may develop a risk-based sampling
plan for imported consignments, that should specify the percentage of consignments to be sampled,
taking into account the animal health status of the importing and exporting country, the species concerned,
the nature and declared purpose of the commodities, the number of incoming consignments and the
results of previous sampling.
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Where no immediate danger to animal health or public health is suspected from commodities sampled in
accordance with a sampling plan, a consignment may be released before the results of laboratory tests

are available._A traceability mechanism to recall commodities system-should be in place {o-reecall
commedities if needed.

3. Sanitary measures at import

To meet the importing country requirements, in addition to the sanitary measures implemented in the
exporting countries, the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities efimperting-country
may require sanitary measures to be implemented at importation before release of the commodities_from
official controls. Measures may include disinfection ef-and disinsection of disinsection—elimination—of
arthropod-vectors fromof vehicles/vesselsmeans of fransport and containers used in the transportation
and unloading of commodities, in accordance with Chapter 4.14.

In the case of animals, measures may include vaccination, testing, treatment or isolation. In the case of
other commodities, measures may include a holding period or the application of physical or chemical
treatment.

4. Release of consignments

Based on the implementperformed impeort-official controls implemented, the Veterinary Authority or other
relevant Competent Authorities ef-imperting-countries-should decide whether the consignment complies

W|th the importing country requirements.

When the decision is made that the consignment complies with the importing country requirements_and
has been cleared for release, the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should
notify the operatorimperter and the information should be made available to the customs authorities.

Article 5.6.4.
Further action for non-compliant commodities

Commodities identified as non-compliant based on the implementperformed import—official controls
implemented should not be released by the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities and
should be isolated-detained under appropriate conditions including isolation for animals, pending further

decision-by-the-Competent-Authority.

Depending on the type of commodity and the risk the commodity represents to animal health, human health
and-animalhealth;-and the environment, or fordue-te animal welfare reasons, the Veterinary Authority or other
relevant Competent Authorities; should identify the options for the disposition of the commodities and notify
the operatorimpeorter. Disposition of commodities may include:

a) re-dispatching-re-shipping the commodity back to the exporting country or another country, with the
agreement, where appropriate, of the receiving Competent Authority;

b) subjecting the commodity to treatment or to other risk mitigation measures necessary to allow
importation;

c) killing and disposal of animals, or destruction of other commodities.

Any action applied to consignments of animals should comply with Chapters74—and-7.6:the relevant
provisions of Section 7.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities ef-the-imperting-eountry-should notify any
decision and reasons to refuse entry of a commodity to the customs authorities and are encouraged to
communicate it to the Veterinary Authority of the exporting country. Where appropriate, the Vetferinary

Authority of the exporting country should be given the opportunity to explain the situation in an attempt to
have th nsignment releas

Report of the Meeting of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission / September 2025 5



Following decisions taken in relation to non-compliant commodities, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant
Competent Authorities should supervise the effective disposition of the commodities and apply measures to
prevent the introduction into the country of commodities which have been refused import, and the reuse of
the international veterinary certificate that accompanied the consignment.

exporting country of any case of a //sted disease or disease referred to in the importing country requirements
in a consignment of animals.

Article 5.6.5.

The Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities should ensure that the operatorimperter
develops and documents a plan to address unexpected events emergencies—which may impact the
compliancestatus-of-the-commedities with importing country requirementsbeing-imported,-and-non-comphiant
commeodities-describedin-Article-5.6-4. The emergency-plan may be generic, or specific to each consignment,
and should focus on preventing the introduction to the importing country of a listed disease or a disease
referred to in the importing country requirements, and on _animal welfare recommendations in accerdance

with-Section 7Chapters 72 73—and-74. The emergency-plan should identify responsibility and include
procedures for actions taken for non-compliant commodities described in Article 5.6.4.

Article 5.6.6.

General recommendations applicable to vehicles/vesselsmeans of transport and containers that
transported infected animals

VehiclesivesselsMeans of transport and containers that transported animals found to be infected with a
pathogenic agent of a listed disease or a disease referred to in the importing country requirements should be
considered as-contaminated, and the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should

apply the following measures_as appropriate to the risk:

a) treatment or safe disposal of the litter, forage and any other potentially contaminated material, by its
removal from the vehiclesivesselsmeans of transport and containers for immediate transportation to an
establishment assigned in advance, where the animal health measures required by the importing
country should be strictly applied;

b) disinfection of all parts of the vehicles/vesselsmeans of transport and containers which were used in the
transport, feeding, watering, moving and unloading of the animals, as well as all baggage of travelling
attendants, in accordance with Chapter 4.14.;

of vehicles/vessels-of means of transport

and containers in case of vector borne dlseases

Article 5.6.7.
General principles applicable to disposal of international catering waste
International catering waste that m ntain or may have been in contact with animal pri ts, or other

forms of untreated swill, is are considered a high-risk eategery-of-product and should therefore be subject to
strict controls to minimise the risk of introduction of pathogenic agents.
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The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should ensure that all all-high—risk
international catering waste entering the country from the international means of transport is handled,
collected and disposed of in a way to minimise the risk of introduction of pathogenic agents.

Article 5.6.8.

General recommendations on measures to address identified informal or illegal movement of
commodities at border inspection posts

To control the risks posed by informal or illegal cross-border movement at border inspection posts, the

Veterinary Authority or other r WCompemnt Authorities should coordinate and
cooperate closely with_all relevant authoriti the customs autherity-and other law enforcement

authorities to ensure that the official controls inspeetien—ef—f_o_r_commodities entering the country are is
implement perfermed in accordance with the rules of this chapter and national legislation, including when

fraud is suspected.

For that purpose, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities should ensure the timely
exchange with all relevant authorities, including the customs_and other—+elevant law enforcement authorities
autherity, including via electronic means, of information and decisions made relevant to the organisation and
conduct of their respective activities for commodities entering the country. The Veterinary Authority or other
relevant Competent Authorities should collaborate with all relevant authoriti including the customs and
other relevant law enforcement authorities autherity to ensure immediate notlflcat|on to the Veterinary
Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities.if of-circumstances-where-a-declaration-is-submitted-to-the
customs—authority for-a consignment of those categories of commodities that should be subject to official
inspestion-control but with no evidence of an officialHnspection_control having been conducted.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities, in collaboration with_all relevant authorities,
including the customs authority and other relevant law enforcement authorities, should have practical

arrangements in place to ensure the-implementation of the measures described in Article 5.6.4. in case of
detection of illegal cross-border movement of commodities at a border inspection post.

Article 5.6.9.

General recommendations on measures to address identified informal or illegal movement of
commodities outside border inspection posts

To effectively control the risks posed by the informal or illegal cross-border movement of commodities outside
of border inspection posts, the Veterinary Authority, in_collaboration with er other_relevant Competent
Authorities should:

1)  coordinate with border authorities (police, customs, transport, immigration) to provide technical support
for identification of informal or illegal cross border movement of commodities;

2) develop and implement practical mechanisms to address informal or illegal cross border movement of
commodities and-implementationthereof in close collaboration with border authorities.
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CHAPTER 5.7.

BORDER INSPECTION POSTS
AND QUARANTINE CENTRES

Article 5.7.1.
Purpose and scope

This chapter provides recommendations on border inspection posts and quarantine centres to support
effective implementation of measures and procedures applicable to the exportation, transit and importation
of commodities, in order to prevent the spread of pathogenic agents through international frade of
commodities without creating unjustified trade restrictions.

Quarantine centres may be used for isolation of animals either pre-exportation in accordance with disease-
specific chapters in the Terrestrial Code or post-arrival. The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent
Authorities should ensure that the application of biosecurity at quarantine centres is appropriate to the type
of isolation being undertaken, and effectively mitigates risks in accordance with disease-specific chapters of
the Terrestrial Code (pre-export isolation) or via risk analysis (post-arrival quarantine).

ntil

in tions ar mplete an isions are taken on their tination.

Article 5.7.2.
General considerations

Appropriate legislation should be in place, in accordance with Chapter 3.4., to define the facilities, the
resourcing and operation of border inspection posts and quarantine centres, and for their approval.

Material and financial resources should be available at border inspection posts and quarantine centres as
necessary to undertake the relevant functions of the facility while managing official controls, biosecurity,
health and safety risks and animal welfare associated with the type and volume of commodities presented for
inspection.

Appropriate administration systems should be available to personnel at border inspection posts and
quarantine centres as necessary for the functions of the facility, including record keeping and information and
communication technology, to support decision-making and communication.

Biosecurity consistent with Chapter 4.X. is critical to fulfil the functions of border inspection posts and
quarantine centres.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should ensure that:

—  Operations at border inspection posts and quarantine centres are supported by sufficient authorised
personnel who are operating under the principles of Chapter 3.2., appropriately qualified with access to
regular training, consistent with the intended use and the type and quantity of commodities presented.

—  Operational details for border inspection posts and quarantine centres are made available to operators
described in Chapters 5.4., 5.5. or 5.6., including the intended use and the categories of commodities
for which they are designated, exact locations, contact details, hours of operation, booking requirements
and costs.

—  Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) are available to personnel at border inspection posts and
quarantine centres describing the procedures undertaken there. Auditable records documenting the
performance of these procedures should be kept, including the maintenance of biosecurity. Records
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should include the results of official controls, regular surveillance and monitoring in the facilities and the
surrounding areas.

—  Border inspection posts and quarantine centres have access to laboratories and other approved service
providers with SOPs as necessary to support the implementation of official controls and the measures
described in Chapters 5.4., 5.5. and 5.6. consistent with Article 3.2.6.

Article 5.7.3.
Cooperation with other agencies

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should engage with other governmental
authorities with responsibilities at international borders in the design and operation of border inspection posts
and quarantine centres, to ensure that official inspection and clearance of transit or import consignments is
streamlined where possible. Co-use of facilities and equipment at international borders with other authorities
could be considered as long as it does not hinder rermat operations and measures described in this chapter.
Key principles of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement should be considered to
facilitate importation and transit of commodities.

Article 5.7 .4.
Requirements for a border inspection post

Design and operation of a border inspection post should be based on risk analysis and biosecurity including
the following:

1) Separation between public areas and restricted areas for inspection of consignments.

2) Perimeter security of restricted areas to prevent entry of unauthorised people and means of transport,
and unwanted animals, with access control for entry and exit of authorised personnel and means of
transport.

3) Facilities and equipment suitable for the type and volume of commodities presented, necessary for
implementation of the official control procedures described in Article 5.6.3, including secure unloading
and loading, inspection, sampling and storage or detention of commodities, including adequate lighting
and temperature control with surfaces appropriate for cleaning and disinfection.

4) Facilities and equipment for cleaning, ard-disinfection and disinsection elimination-of arthropod-vectors
of means of transport and containers that have been used in transportation of commodities, consistent
with Article 5.6.6.

5) Waste management for restricted areas with storage facilities as necessary, for solid and liquid waste

andsinecluding-discarded-feed; rejected consignments, dead-animals-and-used-bedding-with access and

secure transportation to facilities for treatment of waste.

6) Operational procedures SOPs for cleaning and disinfection, waste management, and control of rodents

an tential vectors.

Article 5.7.5.
Additional requirements for a border inspection post for animals

In addition to the principles described in Article 5.7.4., a border inspection post for consignments of animals
should be designed and operate in accordance with animal welfare principles in Section 7 and should
specifically include the following:

1) Separate access to restricted animal inspection areas via road infrastructure, to minimise delays.

2) Facilities and equipment necessary for the management of consignments of animals according to
Article 5.6.3, including containment, feeding, watering, restraint and inspection, consistent with the type
and number of animals presented.
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3) Facilities for temporarily holding animals, with adequate housing or restraint mechanisms, space, light,
ventilation and separation as appropriate between consignments, -and species_or treated and untreated

animals.

4 eparate facilities to isolate sick animals.

5) Facilities and equipment for the management of sick or dead animals, Arimal animal waste management
fordead animals.discarded feed, solid-andliguid waste-and used bedding.

Article 5.7.6.
Facilities involved in official inspection other than the border inspection post

When the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authority defines that official inspection could be
implemented at an appropriate place other than a border inspection post, the facilities involved should be
approved following the principles outlined in Articles 5.7.4. and 5.7.5., and the consignment should remain
under biosecurity and the control of the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities until
formal clearance.

Article 5.7.7.

Requirements for a quarantine centre
Design and operation of a quarantine centre should be based on consideration of the following:
1) The disease situation of the country, zone or area surrounding the quarantine centre.

2) Location of facilities at a distance from other establishments, sufficient to avoid transmission of diseases
of concern, taking into account relevant risk factors.

3) Site topography, to minimise disease risks associated with the flow of contaminated water.

4) Perimeter security to prevent entry of unauthorised people and means of transport, and unwanted
animals.

5) Controls, including sanitary requirements, for entry and exit of authorised personnel, and the facilities
necessary to apply these controls including changing rooms and showers. Controls for exit of authorised
personnel may not be necessary for the isolation of animals before exportation_or clearance.

6) Controls, including sanitary requirements, for entry and exit of means of transport and equipment,
including veterinary instruments and supplies, and the facilities necessary to apply these controls.

7) Controls for entry of supplies, including the sources, sanitary status and entry process for feed and
bedding, and facilities necessary to handle and store these supplies.

8) Facilities and equipment for cleaning and disinfection, and removal of arthropod vectors including control
of waste and effluent, for means of transport and containers that have been used in transportation of
import consignments of animals.

9) Waste-management-In the case of isolation of animals after arrival, waste management should be in
accordance with a biosecurity plan including storage facilities as necessary, for solid and liquid waste,
including discarded feed, rejected consignments, dead animals and used bedding, with access and
secure transportation to facilities for treatment of waste.

10) Facilities and equipment for the containment and management of consignments of animals, including as
appropriate to the animal species separation between consignments, unloading_and Aoading, housing,
feeding, watering, yards, restraint_and handling, isolation, vector control, and for undertaking
interventions required by risk analysis and/or relevant disease-specific chapters of the Terrestrial Code,
including sample collection, testing, vaccination, treatment and veterinary inspection.

11) Equipment for cleaning, and disinfection and disinsection remeval-of-arthroped-vectors-in the facility
between consignments of animals.
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12) SOPs i for cleaning and disinfection, management of sick or dead animals, waste
management, and control of rodents and potential vectors.

13) Separate facilities to isolate sick animals.

A quarantine centre for isolation of animals before exportation should be used to address the specific
requirements in disease-specific chapters of the Terrestrial Code. Unless specified in those chapters_or
importing country requirements, isolation of animals before exportation may be performed in other approved
facilities.

Article 5.7.8.
Planning for unexpected events

The management of consignments at border inspection posts and quarantine centres that have failed
clearance and have thus been refused transit or import is covered in Chapters 5.4. to 5.6.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should ensure that plans are available to
personnel at border inspection posts and quarantine centres that support responses to foreseeable but
uncommon events. The plans should address communication, biosecurity, health and safety, and animal
welfare in each instance, and may cover:

—  Unexpected arrival of commodities.

—  Evidence of a listed disease or a disease included in the transit or importing country requirements in a
consignment of imported or transiting animals at a border inspection post or quarantine centre.

—  Veterinary emergency in animals at a border inspection post or undergoing post-arrival isolation in a
quarantine centre.

—  Escape of animals_or unwanted entry of animals.
—  Evidence of animal products presenting a risk to animal or public health.

— Natural disasters and interruption of critical services threatening the operation of the border inspection
post or quarantine centre.
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CHAPTER 11.9.

INFECTION WITH LUMPY SKIN DISEASE VIRUS

Article 11.9.1.
General provisions
Lumpy skin disease (—I:SD—) V|rg§ QL§DV)! gglgnglng to the genus ggg ngwrg; gg infect suseepwele
animals—are-bovines{Bos—indicus—a d-waterbuffs
ruminants, -which do not Q aya §|gn|f|ggnt eglggmlglgg@al role.

For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, lumpy skin disease (LSD) is defined as an infection of bovines,
hereafter ‘animal hosts’ and-waterbuffaloes-with lumpy-skin-disease-virus{LSDV).

The following defines the occurrence of infection with LSDV:

1) LSDV has been isolated from a sample from an_ animal host-bevinre-ora-waterbuffale; or

2) antigen specific to capripoxviruses or nucleic acid specific to LSDV, excluding vaccine strains, has
been identified in a sample from a-beovine-ora-waterbuffaloan animal host showing clinical signs
consistent with LSD, or epidemiologically linked to a suspected or confirmed case, or giving cause for
suspicion of previous association erwith or exposure toeentactwith LSDV; or

3) antibodies specific to LSBV-capripoxviruses have been detected in a sample from a-beovire-ora
wateran animal host buffale-that either shows clinical signs consistent with LSD, or is epidemiologically

linked to a suspected or confirmed case.

For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, the incubation period for LSD shall be 28 days. Standards for
diagnostic tests,-and-vaccines_and information on epidemiology are described in the Terrestrial Manual.

Article 11.9.2.
Safe commodities

When authorising import or transit of the following commodities, Veterinary Authorities should not require
any LSD-related conditions regardless of the status of the animal population of the exporting country:

1)  skeletal muscle meat_of animals slaughtered in an approved slaughterhouse/abattoir and subjected to
ante- an t-mortem in tions in rdance with Chapter 6.3., with favourable results;

2) casings;

3) gelatine and collagen;

4) tallow;

5) processed hooves and horns;
6) extruded dry pet food;

7)  protein meal.
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Article 11.9.3.
Country or zone free from LSD

A country or a zone may be considered free from LSD when infection with LSDV is notifiable in the entire

country, importation of bovines ard-waterbuffaloes-and their commodities is carried out in accordance with
this chapter, and either:

1) LSD has been a notifiable disease in the entire country;

2 appropriate biosecurity and sanitary measures to prevent the intr tion of infection hav nin place;
in particular, the importations or movements of relevant commodities into the country or zone have been
arri ut in accordance with this chapter or other relevant chapters of the Terrestrial Code, includin
Chapter 2.1. ‘Import risk analysis’;

3) and either:

a) the country or zone is historically free as described in Article 1.4.6.; or

b) for at least three years, vaccination has been prohibited in the country or zone and a clinical
surveillance programme in accordance with Article 11.9.15. has demonstrated no occurrence of
infection with LSDV; or

c) for at least two years, vaccination has been prohibited in the country or zone and a clinical,
virological and serological surveillance programme in accordance with Article 11.9.15. has
demonstrated no occurrence of infection with LSDV.

A country or zone free from LSD that is adjacent to an infected country or zone should include a zone in which
surveillance is conducted in accordance with Article 11.9.15.

Article 11.9.4.

Recovery of free status

1)  When a case of LSD occurs in a country or zone previously free from LSD, one of the following waiting
periods is applicable to regain free status:

a) when a stamping-out policy has been applied;

i) 14 months after the cleaning and disinfection of the last infected establishment following the

slaughter or killing of the last case, or after the last vaccination if emergency vaccination has
been used, whichever occurred last, and during which period clinical, virological and
serological surveillance conducted in accordance with Article 11.9.15. has demonstrated no
occurrence of infection with LSDV;

ii) 26 months after the_cleaning and disinfection of the last infected establishment following the
slaughter or Killing of the last case, or after the last vaccination if emergency vaccination has

been used, whichever occurred last, and during which period clinical surveillance alone
conducted in accordance with Article 11.9.15. has demonstrated no occurrence of infection
with LSDV;

b) when a stamping-out policy is not applied, Article 11S.9.3. applies.

2)  When preventive vaccination is conducted in a country or zone free from LSD, in response to a threat
but without the occurrence of a case of LSD, free status may be regained eight months after the last
vaccination when clinical, virological and serological surveillance conducted in accordance with
Article 11.9.15. has demonstrated no occurrence of infection with LSDV.
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Article 11.9.5.
Recommendations for importation_of bovines from countries or zones free from LSD

Eorbeovines-and-waterbuffaloes

Veterinary Authorities of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that the animals:

1)  showed no clinical sign of LSD on the day of shipment;
2) come from a country or zone free from LSD.
Article 11.9.6.

Recommendations for importation of bovines from countries or zones not-free-frominfected with
LSDV

Eorbeovines-and-waterbuffaloes

Veterinary Authorities of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that the animals:

1) showed no clinical sign of LSD on the day of shipment;

2) were kept since birth, or for the past 60 days prior to shipment, in an epidemiological unit where no
case of LSD occurred during that period;

3) were vaccinated against LSD according to manufacturer's instructions between 60 days and one year
prior to shipment;

84) were kept in a guarantine-station-quarantine centre for the 28 days prior to shipment during which time
they were subjected to an agent identification test with negative results.

Article 11.9.7.
Recommendations for importation_of semen of bovines from countries or zones free from LSD

Eorsemen-ofbovines-and waterbuffaloes

Veterinary Authorities of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that:

1)  the donor animals:
a) showed no clinical sign of LSD on the day of collection;
b) were kept in a free country or zone for at least 28 days prior to collection;
2) the semen was collected, processed and stored in accordance with Chapters 4.6. and 4.7.
Article 11.9.8.

Recommendations for importation_of semen of bovines from countries or zones notfreeinfected with
from LSDVY

Eorsemenofbovines-and waterbuffaloes
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Veterinary Authorities of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that:

4 1) the donor males:
a) showed no clinical sign of LSD on the day of collection and the following 28 days;

b) were kept for the 60 days prior to collection in a semen collection centre where no case of LSD
occurred during that period;

c) EITHER:

i)  were vaccinated regularly against LSD according to manufacturer's instructions, the first
vaccination being administrated at least 60 days prior to the first semen collection; andor

Hi

_ii) were subjected to a serological test to detect antibodies specific to capripoxvirusestSBV, with
negative results, at least every 28 days throughout the collection period and one test 21 days
after the final collection for this consignment; and-or

tv iii)were subjected to agent detection by PCR conducted on blood samples collected at
commencement and conclusion of, and at least every 28 days during, semen collection for
this consignment, with negative results;

3) 2) the semen was collected, processed and stored in accordance with Chapters 4.6. and 4.7.
Article 11.9.9.
Recommendations for importation_of embryos of bovines from countries or zones free from LSD

Eorembryos of bovines-and water buffaloes

Veterinary Authorities_of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that:

1)  the donor females:
a) showed no clinical sign of LSD on the day of collection of the embryos;
b) kept for at least 28 days prior to collection in a free country or zone;

2) the embryos were collected, processed and stored in accordance with Chapters 4.8., 4.9. and 4.10., as
relevant;

3) the semen used for the production of the embryos complied with Articles 11.9.7. and 11.9.8., as relevant.
Article 11.9.10.

Recommendations for importation_of embryos of bovines from countries or zones net-freeinfected
with-from LSDVY

Eorembryos of bovines-and water buffaloes

Veterinary Authorities_of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that:
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1)  the donor females:
a) showed no clinical sign of LSD on the day of collection and the following 28 days;
b) were kept in an establishment where no case of LSD occurred during the 60 days prior to collection;

c) EITHER:

i)  were vaccinated regularly against LSD according to manufacturer's instructions, the first
vaccination being administrated at least 60 days prior to the first collection; andor

i) were subjected to a serological test to detect antibodies speecific-to capripoxvirusestSBY, with
negative results, on the day of collection and at least 21 days after collection;

2) the semen used for the production of the embryos complied with Articles 11.9.7. and 11.9.8., as relevant;

3) the embryos were collected, processed and stored in accordance with Chapters 4.8., 4.9. and 4.10.
Article 11.9.11.

Recommendations for the importation of milk and milk products

Veterinary Authorities of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that the milk or the milk products:

1) riginated from animals kept in establishments that were not subjected to restrictions due to LSD;

2) were subjected to one of the following treatments:
a) pasteurisation;
b) pH maintained at less than 6 for more than one hour;
c) any combination of control measures with equivalent performance.

Article 11.9.12.

Recommendations for importation of meal and flour from blood, meat other-than-skeletal-musecle; or
bones except products listed in Article 11.9.2. from bovines and-water-buffaloes

Veterinary Authorities of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting:

1) that these products were derived from animals in a country or zone free from LSD; or
2) that

a) the products were processed using heat treatment to a minimum internal temperature of 65°C for
at least 30 minutes;
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b) the necessary precautions were taken after processing to avoid contact of the commodities with
any potential source of LSDV.

Article 11.9.13.
Recommendations for importation of hides of bovines-and-water-buffaloes

Veterinary Authorities of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that:

1)  these products were derived from animals that had been kept in a country or zone free from LSD since
birth or for at least the past 28 days;

OR
2) these products were:

a) derived from animals which had undergone ante- and post-mortem inspections in accordance
with Chapter 6.3. with favourable results; and

b) dry-salted or wet-salted for a period of at least 14 days prior to dispatch; or
c) treated for a period of at least seven days in salt (NaCl) with the addition of 2% sodium carbonate
(Na,CO,); or

d) dried for a period of at least 42 days at a temperature of at least 20°C; and

3) the necessary precautions were taken after processing to avoid contact of the commodities with any
potential source of LSDV.

Article 11.9.14.

Recommendations for importation of other_animal products ef-animal-origin-from bovines and-water
buffaloes

Veterinary Authorities_of importing countries should require the presentation of an international veterinary
certificate attesting that:

1) these products were derived from animals that have been kept in a country or zone free from LSD
since birth or for at least the past 28 days; or

2) these products were processed to ensure the destruction of the LSDV and the necessary precautions
were taken after processing to avoid contact of the commodities with any potential source of LSDV.

Article 11.9.15.
Surveillance

1. General principles of surveillance

A Member Country should justify the surveillance strategy chosen as being adequate to detect the
presence of infection with LSDV even in the absence of clinical signs, given the prevailing
epidemiological situation in accordance with Chapter 1.4. and Chapter 1.5. and under the responsibility
of the Veterinary Authority.

The Veterinary Services should implement programmes to raise awareness among farmers and
workers who have day-to-day contact with livestock, as well as veterinary paraprofessionals,
veterinarians and diagnosticians, who should report promptly any suspicion of LSD.

In particular Member Countries should have in place:

a) aformal and ongoing system for detecting and investigating cases;
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b) aprocedure for the rapid collection and transport of samples from suspected cases to a laboratory
for diagnosis;

c) asystem for recording, managing and analysing diagnostic and surveillance data.

2. Clinical surveillance

Clinical surveillance is essential for detecting cases of infection with LSDV and requires the physical
examination of susceptible animals.

Surveillance based on clinical inspection provides a high level of confidence of detection of disease if
a sufficient number of clinically susceptible animals is examined regularly at an appropriate frequency
and investigations are recorded and quantified. Clinical examination and /aboratory testing should be
pre-planned and applied using appropriate types of samples to clarify the status of suspected cases.

3. Virological and serological surveillance

An active programme of surveillance of susceptible populations to detect evidence of infection with
LSDV is useful to establish the status of a country or zone. Serological and molecular testing of bovines
and water buffaloes may be used to detect presence of infection with LSDV in naturally infected
animals.

The study population used for a serological survey should be representative of the_target population
(population at risk) in the country or zone and should be restricted to susceptible unvaccinated animals.
Identification of vaccinated animals may minimise interference with serological surveillance and assist
with recovery of free status.

4. Surveillance in high-risk areas

Disease-specific enhanced surveillance in a free country or zone should be carried out over an
appropriate distance from the border with an infected country or zone, based upon geography, climate,
history of infection and other relevant factors. The surveillance should be carried out over a distance of
at least 20 kilometres from the border with that country or zone, but a lesser distance could be acceptable
if there are relevant ecological or geographical features likely to interrupt the transmission of LSDV. A
country or zone free from LSD may be protected from an adjacent infected country or zone by a
protection zone.
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