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Natural enemy: An organism which lives at the expense of another
organism and which may help to limit the population of this other
organism. The term ‘natural enemy ’ in this context includes

parasitoids, parasites, predators and pathogens.
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Introduction (of a biological control agent): The release of a biological

control agent into an ecosystem where it did not exist previously.
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Native’ Naturally occurring at area of proposed IBCA releases.
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Competitor: An organism which competes with pests for essential

resources (e.g: food, shelter) in the environment.
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Established species’ Successful long-term survival and reproduction of

a species after introduction into a new area.
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Non-target organism- All organisms except the target organism.
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Host specificity: A measure of the host range of a biological control agent
on a scale ranging from ‘extreme specialist * where the IBCA is only able
to complete development on a single species or strain of its host
(monophagous), to ‘generalist ’, where many hosts ranging over several

groups of organisms (polyphagous) can be used.
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Monophagous: An organism that attacks only one host species and is

species specific.
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Oligophagous- An organism that attacks a limited group of related hosts

(e.g . up to 20 species in the same genus or subfamily.
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Polyphagous’ An organism that attacks a wide range of hosts from

different subfamilies.
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Predator: A natural enemy that preys and feeds on other animal

organisms, more than one of which are killed during its lifetime.
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Parasite’ An organism which lives on or in a larger organism, feeding

upon it.
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