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ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR MEAT DERIVED FROM SHEEP AND GOAT
TO BE EXPORTED TO JAPAN FROM THE UNITED STATES

Animal health requirements for meat derived from sheep and goat to be exported to Japan from the
United States are as follows:

1 Definitions
For the purpose of the animal health requirements;

1-(1) “meat” means
All edible parts of animals and their derivatives.

1-(2) “the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan” means

Meat from ovine and caprine animals to be exported to Japan from the United States, not
including “prohibited materials” defined as head (including tonsils, and excluding tongue, cheek and
skins) and spinal cord of ovine and caprine animals over 12 months of age; and spleen and ileum of
ovine and caprine animals of all ages as defined in “Requirements for Meat and Meat Food Products
Derived from Ovine and Caprine Animals to Be Exported to Japan from the United States of America
(United States) as Agreed between the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare (MHLW) and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture”.

1-(3) “outbreak” means
Detection of specific pathogen, antigen or antibody of the disease as well as appearance of
animal showing clinical signs of the disease.

1-(4) “designated facilities” means
any slaughterhouses, meat cutting facilities, meat processing facilities and storage facilities
that operate under USDA inspection and handle eligible materials as defined by items 1-(1) and 1-(2).

1-(5) “the Japanese animal health authorities” means
Animal Health Division, Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries of Japan.

1-(6) “the competent authorities of the United States” means
United States Department of Agriculture Food Safety and Inspection Service, United States
Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, and United States
Department of Agriculture Agricultural Marketing Service.

1-(7) “United States” means the mainland of the United States, Hawaii, and Guam.

2 General requirements

2.1 The United States is free from foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) and Rinderpest, and vaccination
against FMD and Rinderpest is prohibited in the United States.
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2.2 Importation into the United States of cloven-hoofed animals that have been vaccinated against
FMD or rinderpest is prohibited.

2.3 If an outbreak of FMD or rinderpest is confirmed in the United States, the competent authority of
the United States must immediately stop certification of meat derived from sheep and goat to be
exported to Japan.

2.4 The competent authority of the United States will continue to maintain measures to prevent
introduction, to control spread, and to detect bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE). These
measures meet or exceed World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) guidelines for a negligible risk
country and include appropriate specified risk material (SRM) removal from bovine carcasses, a feed
ban, and a surveillance program. The competent authority of the United States, consistent with its
World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations, provides notice to all trading partners, including Japan,
regarding the repeal or modification of any BSE-related measure.

2.5 If a BSE case is detected in the United States and it is discovered to have epidemiological
relevance to any exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan, the competent authority of
the United States must notify immediately the Japanese animal health authority with the relevant
information.

2.6 Scrapie is a notifiable disease in the United States. In the United States, surveillance and
monitoring for scrapie consistent with the recommendations of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code
adopted by the OIE is carried out. In the United States, sheep and goats known to be infected or
affected with scrapie are killed and completely destroyed. The competent authority of the United
States, consistent with its World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations, provides notice to all trading
partners, including Japan, regarding the repeal or modification of any scrapie-related measure.

3 Requirements for the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan

3.1 The exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan must be derived from (A) animals that
were born and raised only in the United States, or from animals legally imported into the United
States from a country recognized by the Japanese animal health authorities as the third free countries
for cloven-hoofed animals and meat,etc(*1) or the eligible countries in BSE affected countries(*2), or
(B) meat legally imported into the United States from a country recognized by the Japanese animal
health authorities as eligible to export ovine and/or caprine meat to Japan under the following
requirements:
1. The imported meat must be derived from the cloven-hoofed animals (ovine / caprine)
that were born and raised only in the exporting country.
2. The imported meat must be handled only at the facilities designated as eligible to
export meat to Japan and be derived from sheep and goat found to be sound and
healthy as a result of ante- and post-mortem inspection conducted by the competent
authority of the exporting country.
3. The imported meat must be accompanied with an official inspection certificate issued
by the competent authority of the exporting country and must be shipped directly to the
United States. If transported through countries other than the third free countries or the
eligible countries, the imported meat must be transported in an officially sealed
container.
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4. The meat products shall have been free from any evidence of animal infectious
diseases as a result of import inspection conducted by the government authorities
of the United States, and must be moved directly into the designated facilities in the
United States after the said inspection.

*1 http://www.maff.go.jp/ags/english/news/third-free.html

*2 http://www.maff.go.jp/aqgs/english/news/eligible-bse-country.html

3.2 The slaughtered sheep and goat were not suspect or confirmed BSE cases.
3.3 The slaughtered sheep and goat were not suspect or confirmed Scrapie cases.

3.4 The exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan must be slaughtered, processed and
stored only in the designated facilities, or if the exported meat is derived from imported meat, the
imported meat must be handled and stored only in the designated facilities in the United States.

3.5 The slaughtered sheep and goat were found to be sound and healthy as a result of ante- and
post-mortem inspections conducted by veterinary inspectors of the competent authority of the U.S.
in the designated facilities at the time of slaughter, or if the exported meat is derived from imported
meat, the imported meat must meet the requirements delineated in article 3.1(B).

3.6 The exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan has been handled at the designated
facilities in such a way as to prevent contamination with any causative agents of animal infectious
diseases until shipment to Japan.

4 Requirements for the designated facilities

4.1 To be eligible to export meat and meat products of sheep and goat to Japan, a designated facility
must implement a QAD Procedure 1031A EV Export Program for Japan that is approved by USDA’s
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS).

4.2 The competent authority of the United States must inform the Japanese animal health authorities
of the name, address, and establishment number of each eligible designated facility in advance of
that facility exporting meat and meat products of sheep and goat to Japan by providing access to the
approved list of eligible designated facilities on the Internet at
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/LSOfficialListingOvineEVProgram.pdf. This list
will be maintained and updated by AMS.

4.3 USDA must confirm through ordinary monitoring or periodic audit that designated facilities are
fulfilling the required conditions in paragraph 4.1. If during an ordinary monitoring or periodic audit
of a designated facility USDA identifies a non-compliance with the conditions in paragraph 4.1, USDA
must immediately stop certifying meat and meat products of sheep and goat to Japan produced at
the non-compliant facility for export to Japan. USDA may revoke the designation of the non-
compliant facility and must inform the Japanese animal health authority of the name, address, and
establishment number of that facility. After verifying that acceptable corrective actions have been
taken, USDA may re-designate the revoked facility.
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4.4 If during an ordinary monitoring or periodic audit of a designated facility USDA identifies a non-
compliance with the conditions of QAD Procedure 1031A EV Export Program for Japan, USDA must
immediately stop certifying meat at the non-compliant facility for export to Japan. USDA may revoke
the designation of the non-compliant facility and must inform the Japanese animal health authority
of the name, address, and establishment number of that facility. After verifying that acceptable
corrective actions have been taken, USDA may re-designate the revoked facility.

4.5 A system-wide problem such as repeated serious noncompliance may result in the suspension of
the animal health requirements.

5 Requirements for shipment

5.1 Clean and sanitary wrappings and/or containers (such as cardboard boxes) must be used to pack
the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan.

5.2 In the case where the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan is transported to
Japan by way of third countries, that product must be stored in an enclosed ocean/air vessel
container. USDA must close the container with an official seal. The seal number will be recorded on
documentation that is to accompany the shipment. In case the official seal with the container had
been broken or removed prior to the time of import inspection after the container’s arrival in Japan,
Japan may prohibit the import into Japan of the sheep and goat meat and meat products in that
container.

5.3 If the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan has been certified and in transit to
Japan at the time when outbreak of FMD or Rinderpest is confirmed in the United States, the
shipment will be prohibited entry into Japan, except where the competent authority of the United
States can demonstrate that the shipment definitely bears no relation (such as, time of shipment,
region of origin, route of transit) to the outbreak of the said diseases.

6 Audit by the Japanese animal health authorities

6.1 The Japanese government may conduct on-site audits of the U.S. inspection system through
representative samples of designated facilities that export meat to Japan to ensure they comply with
the relevant requirements set out in this document and U.S. regulations. This audit of USDA’s
regulatory requirements and requirements established in the “Requirements for Meat and Meat Food
Products Derived from Ovine and Caprine Animals to Be Exported to Japan from the United States of
America (United States) as Agreed between the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare (MHLW) and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture” may include an analysis of the facility’s hazard analysis critical control
points (HACCP), sanitation standard operating procedures (SSOPs), and prerequisite programs.
When it is found that the animal health requirements and the U.S. regulatory requirements have not
been met at the designated facilities, the competent authority of the United States must immediately
stop certification of the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan from the said facilities.
Thereafter, the competent authority of the United States is to revoke the designation of the said
facilities. Only when the competent authority determines that corrective actions are adequate will it
permit certification of sheep and goat meat for export to Japan to resume. The U.S. government will
inform the Japanese government if a designated facility is suspended from exporting product to
Japan, as well as when said facility is determined by FSIS to be eligible for production and export
after corrective and preventative action has been taken by the facility.
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6.2 A system-wide problem such as repeated serious noncompliance may result in the suspension of
the animal health requirements.

7 Issue of inspection certificate

7.1 The competent authority of the U.S. must be responsible for issuing the inspection certificate for
the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan, stating the following items in detail in
English, after confirming the exported meat derived from sheep and goat to Japan complies with the
animal health requirements;

a) Name, address, approval number and activities of the designated facilities (in case the
relevant procedures such as slaughtering and processing were not done at the same
designated facility, each of the facilities at which the exported meat derived from sheep and
goat to Japan has been dealt with must be described on this certificate.).

b) Slaughtering and/or processing period (dd/mm/yy-dd/mm/yy) ;

c) Date, authorities name and place of issue of the inspection certificate, and name and title of
signer.

d) Identification number of the seal applied to the container (in case the container is sealed by
the official seal approved by the Japanese animal health authorities in accordance with Article
5.2).

e) Each required condition of Article 3.1 to 3.6.

7.2 The animal health requirements for meat derived from sheep and goat to be exported to Japan
from the U.S. come into effect from July 11, 2018.
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